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What is the Red Thread and what does it have to do with the Scriptures?

Perhaps some of you already know the answer.

I first heard this phrase in a religion class at college.

Not what, but Who?

    Most Bibles use red letters to distinguish the words of Christ in the New Testament. However, the Red Thread is the presence of Christ throughout the Bible, from the very beginning before creation, to references in Old Testament books of Shepherd, Rock, Water, Light and Savior through prophecies of His birth, suffering, and salvation; The Right Hand of God.

Jesus is found everywhere in the Bible.

He is in the Word, and He is the Word.

    As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ during Advent, please use this study over the next few weeks, studying a few sections at a time, as inspiration and confirmation of the inspired inerrant Word of God and the fulfillment of these prophecies/promises of God. 

Study on your own or discuss with others as you take your time to reflect on these verses.
Come, let’s go for a walk and check out some references.                            Verses are from the NIV translation.

John says in chapter 1:1-3

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

He (Jesus) was with God in the beginning.

Through him (Jesus) all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  (Genesis 1:1)

Our God, our Triune God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit was present at creation. 

And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.”  (Genesis 1:3)

The Word of God spoke and God the Father created.

Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  (Genesis 1:2)  

After the fall of man, when Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s word and ate the forbidden fruit, this is what God said:

    And the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil…. "  

(Genesis 3:22)

Notice the plural word “us” referring to our Triune God.

And God spoke to the serpent – “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."  (Genesis 3:15) 

Is this the first Gospel promise of Christ coming into the world?  
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I’ve put the following Bible verses under varying works of Christ. Many verses fit more than one list. 

I also added prophecies of the coming of John the Baptist.
Promise of God’s Kingdom
When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom.

He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.

I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men.

But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.

Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.'"  

(2 Samuel 7:12-16)
You said, "I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant,

'I will establish your line forever and make your throne firm through all generations.'"  (Psalm 89:3, 4)

I will also appoint him my firstborn, the most exalted of the kings of the earth.

I will maintain my love to him forever, and my covenant with him will never fail.

I will establish his line forever, his throne as long as the heavens endure.  (Psalm 89:27-29)

Once for all, I have sworn by my holiness-- and I will not lie to David--

that his line will continue forever and his throne endure before me like the sun;

it will be established forever like the moon, the faithful witness in the sky."  (Psalm 89:35-37)

The LORD swore an oath to David, a sure oath that he will not revoke: "One of your own descendants I will place on your throne--   (Psalm 132:11)  

So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. Then he went to her, and the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son.  (Ruth 4:13)

…. And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.  (Ruth 4:17)

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.

The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD--

and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears;

but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.

Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.  (Isaiah 11:1-5)

See also Isaiah 11:6-9

In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.  (Isaiah 11:10)

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  (Isaiah 7:14)
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She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:

"The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel" --which means, "God with us."  (Matthew 1:21-23)

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  (Isaiah 9:6)

"Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you," declares the LORD.

"Many nations will be joined with the LORD in that day and will become my people. I will live among you and you will know that the LORD Almighty (God the Father) has sent me (God the Son) to you.  

(Zechariah 2:10, 11)

"'Listen, O high priest Joshua and your associates seated before you, who are men symbolic of things to come: I am going to bring my servant, the Branch.  (Zechariah 3:8)

Tell him this is what the LORD Almighty says: 'Here is the man whose name is the Branch, and he will branch out from his place and build the temple of the LORD.  (Zechariah 6:12)

"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times."  (Micah 5:2)

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, …(Matthew 2:1)

  ….(Herod) asked them where the Christ was to be born.

"In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written:

"'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'"  (Matthew 2:4-6)

"Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people.

He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David

(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago)  (Luke 1:68-70)

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  (Luke 2:11)

Does not the Scripture say that the Christ will come from David's family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?"  (John 7:42)

Christ as our Rock and Living Water

Rock and Water are used together in many verses.

Start with God’s command to Moses to strike the rock for water to sustain His people leaving Egypt.

I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink." So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel.  (Exodus 17:6)  

"Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather the assembly together. Speak to that rock before their eyes and it will pour out its water. You will bring water out of the rock for the community so they and their livestock can drink."  (Numbers 20:8)   
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He said: "The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation. He is my stronghold, my refuge and my savior-- from violent men you save me.  (2 Samuel 22:2,3)

"The LORD lives! Praise be to my Rock! Exalted be God, the Rock, my Savior!  (2 Samuel 22:47)  

The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.  (Psalm 18:2)

The LORD lives! Praise be to my Rock! Exalted be God my Savior!  (Psalm 18:46)  

He alone is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shaken.

My salvation and my honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge  (Psalm 62:6, 7)

"My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.  (Jeremiah 2:13)  

Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water."

"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water?

Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?"

Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,

but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."  (John 4:10-14)

Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him."  

(John 7:38)  

They all ate the same spiritual food

and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.  (1 Corinthians 10:3, 4)

He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life.  (Revelation 21:6)

Christ as our Cornerstone - Mt Zion

So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed.  (Isaiah 28:16)  

Peter references scripture

For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."  (1 Peter 2:6)  
"I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill."  (Psalm 2:6)  

And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the survivors whom the LORD calls.  (Joel 2:32)  
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But on Mount Zion will be deliverance; it will be holy, and the house of Jacob will possess its inheritance.  (Obadiah 1:17)   

See, the stone I have set in front of Joshua! There are seven eyes on that one stone, and I will engrave an inscription on it,' says the LORD Almighty, 'and I will remove the sin of this land in a single day.  

(Zechariah  3:9)  

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household,

built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  (Ephesians 2:19, 20)

Prophecy about John the Baptist

"See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty.  (Malachi 3:)  

A voice of one calling: "In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.  (Isaiah 40:3)  

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea

and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."  (Matthew 3:1, 2)

John the Baptist’s Father, Zechariah says:

And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,

to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins,  (Luke 1:76, 77)

He (John) came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe.  

He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.

The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  

(John 1:7-10)

Christ as our Light of Life

You are my lamp, O LORD; the LORD turns my darkness into light.  (2 Samuel 22:29)  

"There are those who rebel against the light, who do not know its ways or stay in its paths.  (Job 24:13)  

"How I long for the months gone by, for the days when God watched over me,  

when his lamp shone upon my head and by his light I walked through darkness!  (Job 29:2, 3)

He redeemed my soul from going down to the pit, and I will live to enjoy the light.'

"God does all these things to a man-- twice, even three times--

to turn back his soul from the pit, that the light of life may shine on him.  (Job 33:28-30)
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Of  David. The LORD is my light and my salvation-- whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life-- of whom shall I be afraid?  (Psalm 27:1)  

For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.  (Psalm 36:9)  

Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me;….  (Psalm 43:3)  

For you have delivered me from death and my feet from stumbling, that I may walk before God in the light of life.  (Psalm 56:13)  

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.  (Psalm 119:105)  

Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD.  (Isaiah 2:5)  

The Light of Israel will become a fire, their Holy One a flame; in a single day it will burn and consume his thorns and his briers.  (Isaiah 10:17)  

And now the LORD says-- he (God the Father) who formed me (God the Son) in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength--

he says: "It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth."

This is what the LORD says-- the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel-- to him who was despised and abhorred by the nation, to the servant of rulers: "Kings will see you and rise up, princes will see and bow down, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you."  (Isaiah 49:5-7)

"Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation: The law will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations.  (Isaiah 51:4)  

The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of the moon shine on you, for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory.

Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more; the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end.  (Isaiah 60:19, 20)  

In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  

The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  (John 1:4, 5)

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.

Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.

But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God."  (John 3:19-21)

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."  (John 8:12)  

While I am in the world, I am the light of the world."  (John 9:5)  

.

I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.  (John 12:46)  

Christ as our Shepherd

But his bow remained steady, his strong arms stayed limber, because of the hand of the Mighty One of Jacob, because of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel,  (Genesis 49:24)  
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As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness.  (Ezekiel 34:12)  

I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.  (Ezekiel 34:16)  

A psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  (Psalm 23:1)  

"'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'"  (Matthew 2:6)  

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  (John 10:11)  

For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."  (Revelation 7:17)  

Christ as our Savior

He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false.

He will receive blessing from the LORD and vindication from God his Savior.  (Psalm 24:4, 5)

Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, "Weren't there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?" They replied, "Certainly, O king."

He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods."  (Daniel 3:24, 25)  

But I, with a song of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I will make good. Salvation comes from the LORD."  (Jonah 2:9)  

From the LORD comes deliverance. May your blessing be on your people.  (Psalm 3:8)  

Show the wonder of your great love, you who save by your right hand those who take refuge in you from their foes.  (Psalm 17:7)  

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.  (Psalm 19:14)  

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  (Zechariah 9:9)  

"Say to the Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.'"  (Matthew 21:5)  

Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith of God's elect and the knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness--

a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time,

and at his appointed season he brought his word to light through the preaching entrusted to me by the command of God our Savior,  (Titus 1:1-3)

…..we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe.

(1 Timothy 4:10)  

Page 7

Christ as the Right Hand of God

"Your right hand, O LORD, was majestic in power. Your right hand, O LORD, shattered the enemy. 

(Exodus 15:6)  

Show the wonder of your great love, you who save by your right hand those who take refuge in you from their foes.  (Psalm 17:7)  

You give me your shield of victory, and your right hand sustains me; you stoop down to make me great.

(Psalm18:35   

Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed; he answers him from his holy heaven with the saving power of his right hand. (Psalm 20:6)  

It was not by their sword that they won the land, nor did their arm bring them victory; it was your right hand, your arm, and the light of your face, for you loved them.  (Psalm 44:3)  

Like your name, O God, your praise reaches to the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with righteousness.  (Psalm 48:10)  

Save us and help us with your right hand, that those you love may be delivered.  (Psalm 60:5)  

Then I thought, "To this I will appeal: the years of the right hand of the Most High."  (Psalm 77:10)  

Return to us, O God Almighty! Look down from heaven and see! Watch over this vine,

the root your right hand has planted, the son you have raised up for yourself.  (Psalm 80:14-15)

Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, the son of man you have raised up for yourself.  (Psalm 80:17)  

Your arm is endued with power; your hand is strong, your right hand exalted.  (Psalm 89:13)  

A psalm. Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.

The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.  (Psalm 98:1, 2)

Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: "The Lord's right hand has done mighty things!

The Lord's right hand is lifted high; the Lord's right hand has done mighty things!"  (Psalm 118:15, 16)

Of  David. A psalm. The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet."  (Psalm 110:1)

Notice that David says. “The Lord says to my Lord”. God the Father is saying to God the Son.    

Jesus also makes that reference in Matthew when he quotes scripture.

He said to them, "How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him 'Lord'? For he says, 

"'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet."'

If then David calls him 'Lord,' how can he be his son?"  (Matthew 22:43-45)

"Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."  (Matthews 26:64)  

After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God.  (Mark 16:19)  

But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God."  (Luke 22:69 NIV)  

God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.  

Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.  (Acts 2:32, 33) 
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God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.  (Acts 5:31)  

Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  (Romans 8:34)  

….That power is like the working of his mighty strength,

which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms,  (Ephesians 1:19, 20)

But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.

Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool,

because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.  (Hebrews 10:12-14)

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God  (Hebrews 12:2)  

In conclusion:

The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. (Jesus) Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed,

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him,

and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."  (Luke 4:17-21)

His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself.

He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God.  (Revelation 19:12, 13)

On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.  (Revelation 19:6)

Throughout the season of Advent we are in preparation mode. Our worldly thoughts of preparation are external: decorate the tree and the house, make Christmas cookies, buy gifts, etc… However, our preparation should be internal, searching ourselves and focusing on the penitential season. Prepare your hearts, minds and souls for the coming of “the Savior of the Nations”, the Anointed One, Jesus Christ. Read and rejoice in God’s means of Grace, His Word and sacrament. Let’s join together in preparation for the Babe of Bethlehem, our Lord, our Savior. 

How Awesome is Our God, Our Triune God. The Alpha and The Omega. The King of Kings and

The Lord of Lords. Amen and AMEN!

Merry Christmas

Marilee Ryan

Vice President, Christian Life

LWML WA-AK District
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