SHARE ADVENT WITH SOMEONE ELSE 
Devotions done by Nancy Wyckoff, LWML District Archivist-Historian. 
Before the onset of advent (November 27) find your advent wreath, check the candles, prepare the place for it.
The origins of the Advent wreath are found in the folk practices of the pre-Christian peoples, who during the cold December darkness of Eastern Europe, gathered wreaths of evergreen and lighted fires as signs of hope in a coming spring, and renewed light.  Christians kept these popular traditions alive, and by the 16th century, Catholics and Lutherans throughout Germany used these symbols to celebrate the Advent hope in Christ, the Everlasting Light.  From Germany the use of the Advent wreath spread to other parts of the Christian world.

As you use this devotion to daily celebrate Advent, sing or say the hymns, use the scripture reading, and prayer for each day,  pick something that you would memorize each week.  Be ever mindful of the joy we have in knowing our Savior and share that joy with someone else..    
(The hymns are from the Lutheran Service Book..)
Nov. 27 First Sunday in Advent 

The first candle is called the Prophecy candle, as it represents the period of waiting that preceded the birth of Christ.

Hymn:  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” (Pg. 347)  by Johann Olearius, 1635-1711
Translated by Catherine Winkworth , 1829-1878
 1. Comfort, comfort, ye My people,
Speak ye peace, thus saith our God;
Comfort those who sit in darkness, 
Mourning 'neath their sorrows' load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem
Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell her that her sins I cover
And her warfare now is over

Scripture: Isaiah 7:14
Prayer:  Lord Jesus, in this Advent season use Your Word to lead me to see my need for Your forgiveness.  Use it to fill my heart with joy and peace in Your coming as both True God and True Man, bringing Your forgiveness and eternal life.  Use it to help me look forward with confidence to Your second coming as judge of the living and the dead, knowing that through faith I am fully prepared for that glorious day.  In Your name I ask, Amen.

Monday, Nov 28  
Hymn:  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 
2. Yea, her sins our God will pardon,
Blotting out each dark misdeed;
All that well deserved His anger
He no more will see or heed.
She hath suffered many a day,
Now her griefs have passed away;
God will change her pining sadness
Into ever-springing gladness.

Scripture:  Isaiah 9:6,7
Prayer:  Heavenly Father, I pray for Faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for my calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the salvation and well being of my neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries, for good government and for peace. In Jesus’ Holy name, Amen.
Tuesday, Nov 29 
Hymn:  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 
3. Hark, the Herald's voice is crying
In the desert far and near,
Bidding all men to repentance
Since the Kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way;
Let the valleys rise to meet Him
And the hills bow down to greet Him.

Scripture:  Isaiah 11:1,2
Prayer:  Gracious God, I pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured and oppressed; for those struggling with sin, and for my own struggles against sin.  Hear my prayer, O Lord, Amen.
Wednesday, Nov 30  
Hymn:  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 
4. Make ye straight what long was crooked,
Make the rougher places plain;
Let your hearts be true and humble,
As befits His holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
Now o'er earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token
That His Word is never broken.

Scripture:  Micah 5:2-4
Prayer:  Merciful God, I pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered harmony according to the Word of God and that I may live in harmony with those I love; for parents who must raise children alone; for my communities and neighborhoods. Thank You, God for Your tender mercy towards me and others. Amen 
Thursday, Dec 1
Hymn: "Savior of the Nations, Come"
by Martin Luther, 1483-1546  Pg 332


1. Savior of the nations, come,
Virgin's Son, make here Thy home!
Marvel now, O heaven and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.

Scripture:  Zach. 9:9;  12:10 
Prayer:  O God, Most Holy, I pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deaconesses, and other church workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood; also that I may serve where you want me to be. Amen. 
Friday, Dec. 2
Hymn: "Savior of the Nations, Come"
6.  For  You are the Father’s Son,

Who in flesh the vict’ry won/
By Your mighty power made whole.

All our ills of flesh and soul.
Scripture:  Mal. 3:1-4
Prayer:  God of Grace, thank You for the preaching of the  holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His knowledge throughout the whole world; be with the persecuted and oppressed; comfort the sick and dying, and give me a heart of compassion. In Jesus’ name, Amen
Saturday, Dec 3  
Hymn: "Savior of the Nations, Come" 

7.  From the manger, newborn light

Shines in glory through the night.

Darkness there no more resides,

In this light faith now abides.
Scripture:  Mal. 3:16,17
Prayer:  Eternal God and Father,  I pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those withering in the faith or have fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts.  Keep my eyes on You, Jesus. Amen.
Sunday, Dec 4 Second Candle to light on the Advent wreath is called the Bethlehem Candle, as it symbolizes the preparations made to receive and cradle the Christ child. 
Hymn:  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” (pg. 344)
by Charles Coffin, 1676-1749
Translated by John Chandler, 1806-1876 (Stanzas 1-3)
Translated by unknown author, (Stanzas 4-5)

1. On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake, and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings from the King of kings.

Scripture:  Luke 1:1-17
Prayer:  Stir up our hearts, O Lord to prepare the way for your only Son. By His common give us strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, Now and forever. Amen

Monday, Dec 5 
Hymn:  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” (pg. 344)
2. Then cleansed by every life from sin
Make straight the way for God within,
And, let us each our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.
Scripture:  Luke 1:18-25
Prayer: Dear God, I am so thankful that I can come to You in prayer at any time. Prayer is a significant part of my Christian life.  Jesus taught us to pray when He gave us the Lord’s Prayer.  I know I can pour out my heart to You whenever I have a need.  Whether my prayer is written by someone else or comes from my heart, hear me O God, for the sake of Your Son.  Wash away my sins, and keep me close to You, Amen
Tuesday, Dec 6
Hymn:  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” (pg. 344)3. 
3.  We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord,
Our Refuge, and our great Reward.
Without Thy grace we waste away
Like flowers that wither and decay.
Scripture:  Luke 1: 18-25
Prayer:  Dear Father God, as I face the temptations, and uncertainties of this day, help me to remember and treasure my baptism, knowing that You have brought me to faith in my Savior and that you have promised me Your presence, guidance, and grace each day.  As your redeemed child help me live my life for You, Amen.
Wednesday, Dec 7
Hymn:  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
4. Lay on the sick Thy healing hand
And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face
Till beauty springs in every place.
Scripture:  Luke 1:39-56
Prayer:  Savior, You have called me to let my light shine, so that others may be drawn to you, but I must confess that my light has often been dim or even nonexistent.  Forgive me for my failure.  Help me use every opportunity by word and deed to share your love, especially with those who do not yet believe.  I ask this in Your name, Amen.
Thursday, Dec 8

Hymn:  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
5. All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom, with the Father, we adore
And Holy Spirit evermore.
Scripture: Luke 1:57-66
Prayer: Lord Jesus, use Your Word to lead me to see my need for Your forgiveness, and to fill my heart with joy and peace in Your coming as True Man and True God, bringing forgiveness and eternal life to all who believe. I pray in your Most Holy name, Amen. 
Friday, Dec 9 
Hymn "O Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee" pg 334
by Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676

1. O Lord, how shall I meet Thee,
How welcome Thee aright?
Thy people long to greet Thee,
My Hope, my heart's Delight!
O kindle, Lord, most holy,
Thy lamp within my breast
To do in spirit lowly
All that may please Thee best.

Scripture:  Luke 1:67-80
Prayer:  O Lord, help me listen to You with an open mind.  Correct my will so that I say at all times what Jesus said in Gethsemane, “Not my will, but Thy will be done.”  Let my faith never be shaken, but according to Your will, let me see the plan you have laid out for me.  Be with me each day of the week, and renew my strength daily.  Let me hid myself in You, Amen.
Saturday, Dec 10
Hymn "O Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee" pg 334
4. Love caused Thy incarnation,
Love brought Thee down to me;
Thy thirst for my salvation
Procured my liberty.
O love beyond all telling,
That led Thee to embrace,
In love all love excelling,
Our lost and fallen race!
Scripture:  Luke 3:15-22
Prayer:  Lord Jesus, You have made me a member of my home congregation.  Although my congregation has its shortcomings, help me to focus on forgiving these things that irritate, and instead to encourage one another in the faith.  You have given us important work to do in your name – to love one another, and to share that love with others.  Bless us all as we work together, to spread your saving truth.  Amen.
Sunday, Dec 11  The Third candle to light on your Advent wreath is known as the Shepherd’s candle, to commemorate the act of sharing the Good News of Christ’s coming.

Hymn:  “Lift Up Ye Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” (pg. 341). 
by Georg Weissel, 1590-1635
Translated by Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878

1. Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates!
Behold, the King of Glory waits;
The King of kings is drawing near,
The Savior of the world is here.
Life and salvation He doth bring,
Wherefore rejoice and gladly sing

We praise Thee, Father, now,
Creator, wise art Thou!

Scripture: 1 John 1:1-10
Prayer:  Almighty God, you once called John the Baptist to give witness to the coming of Your Son and to prepare His way.  Grant us, your people, the wisdom to see Your purpose today, and the openness to hear Your will, that we may witness to Christ’s coming, and so prepare His way; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, Now and forever. Amen.
Monday, Dec 12
Hymn:  “Lift Up Ye Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
2. A Helper just He comes to thee,
His chariot is humility,
His kingly crown is holiness,
His scepter, pity in distress,
The end of all our woe He brings;
Wherefore the earth is glad and sings:
We praise Thee, Savior, now,
Mighty in deed art Thou!
Scripture:  1 John 2: 1-17
Prayer:  Merciful Heavenly Father, as this new day begins, I ask your blessing upon my reading of Your Holy Word.  Help me to gain wisdom and understanding from it through Your Holy Spirit, and to keep me in the one true faith. In Jesus name, Amen.
Tuesday, Dec 13
Hymn:  “Lift Up Ye Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
3. O blest the land, the city blest,
Where Christ the Ruler is confessed!
O happy hearts and happy homes
To whom this King in triumph comes!
The cloudless Sun of joy He is,
Who bringeth pure delight and bliss.
We praise Thee, Spirit, now,
Our Comforter art Thou!
Scripture:  1 John 2: 18-29
Prayer:  Jesus, my Shepherd and Friend, You invite me to bring all my burdens and needs to You in prayer, and You have promised to hear and answer my prayers in the way that is best for me.  Give me joy and confidence so that I might come to you in prayer frequently throughout this day and all my days. In Your name I pray, Amen.
Wednesday, Dec 14
Hymn:  “Lift Up Ye Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
4. Fling wide the portals of your heart;
Make it a temple set apart
From earthly use for Heaven's employ,
Adorned with prayer and love and joy.
So shall your Sovereign enter in
And new and nobler life begin.
To Thee, O God, be praise
For word and deed and grace!
Scripture:  1 John 3: 1-3; 1 John 4: 7-10
Prayer:  Stir up your power O Lord , and come. Protect me by your strength and save me from the threatening dangers of my sins, for You live and reign with Father and the Holy Spirit, one God now and Forever. Amen

Thursday, Dec 15
Hymn:  “Lift Up Ye Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
5. Redeemer, come! I open wide
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide!
Let me Thy inner presence feel,
Thy grace and love in me reveal;
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on
Until our glorious goal is won.
Eternal praise and fame
We offer to Thy name.
Scripture:  Matt 24: 1-14
Prayer:  Lord of Life, you have given me spiritual life by Your Holy Spirit working through Your Word.  Through that Word You feed my soul and guide me in living my life for Christ.  Continue to use your Word in my life, and develop a spiritual hunger in me as I read, study, and hear Your Word often.  Having heard it, let it take root in my heart., helping me share it with others.  In Jesus name, Amen.
Friday, Dec 16 
Hymn: "O Bride of Christ, Rejoice"( Pg 335)
by unknown author, c. 1600
Victor O. Petersen, 1864 -1929

1. O bride of Christ, rejoice;
Exultant raise thy voice
To hail the day of glory
Foretold in sacred story.
Hosanna, praise, and glory!
Our King, we bow before Thee.

Scripture:  Matt. 24: 15-31
Prayer:  Stir up your power O Lord, and come.  Take away the hindrance of our sins, and make us ready for the celebration of Your birth, that we may receive You in joy and serve You always; for You live with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen

The Great “0” Antiphons are the prayers for December 17 – December 23
Saturday, December 17 
Hymn: "O Bride of Christ, Rejoice"( Pg 335)
2. Let shouts of gladness rise
Triumphant to the skies.
 Now comes the King most glorious
To reign o'er all victorious:
Hosanna, praise, and glory!
Our King, we bow before Thee.

Scripture:  2 Peter 3: 1-18
Prayer: O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of  the Most High, pervading and permeating all creation, mightily ordering  all things:* Come and teach us the way of  prudence. 

Sunday, Dec 18  The fourth candle to light is the Angels’ candle, which speaks of love and the actual coming of Christ.
Hymn:  "Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel"” (pg. 357) 

by unknown author, c. 1100
Translated by John M. Neale, 1818-1866

1. Oh, come, Oh, come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Scripture: Romans 12:1-8
Prayer:  O Adonai and ruler of the house of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the  burning bush and gave him the Law on  Sinai:* Come with an outstretched arm, and redeem us. 

Monday, December 19 

Hymn:  "Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel"” (pg. 357) 

2.  Oh come Thou Wisdom from on high

Who ord’rest all things mightily

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go.  
Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Scripture:  Romans 12: 9-21
Prayer:  O Root of Jesse, standing as an ensign before the peoples, before whom all kings are mute, to whom the nations do  homage:* Come quickly to deliver us. 

Tuesday, December 20 

Hymn:  "Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel"” (pg. 357) 
3.  O come, O come Thou Lord of might,

Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height,

In ancient times didst give the Law

In cloud and majesty and awe.  
Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Scripture:  Romans 13: 1-14
Prayer:  O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, You open and no one can close, You close and no one can open: Come and rescue the prisoners who are in darkness and the shadow of death. 

Wednesday, December 21 

Hymn:  "Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel"” (pg. 357) 
4. Oh, come, Thou branch of Jesse’s tree
Free them from Satan's tyranny;
That trust Thy mighty power to save
And give them victory o'er the grave.  
Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Scripture:  Romans 14: 1-12
Prayer:  O Dayspring, splendor of light everlasting:  Come and enlighten those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

Thursday, December 22 

Hymn:  "Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel"” (pg. 357) 
5. Oh, come, Thou Key of David, come
And open wide our heavenly home:
Make safe the way that leads on high
And close the path to misery. 
Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Scripture:  Romans 14: 13-23
Prayer:  O King of the nations, the ruler they long for, the cornerstone uniting all people: 

Come and save us all, whom You formed out of clay. 

Friday, December 23 
Hymn:  "Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel"” (pg. 357) 

6. Oh, come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death's dark shadows put to flight.  
Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Scripture:  Romans 15: 1-13;        Romans 16: 25-27
Prayer:  O Emmanuel, our king and our Lord, the anointed for the nations and their  Savior: Come and save us, 0 Lord our God. 

Saturday, December 24
Hymn:  "Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel"” (pg. 357)
7. 0 come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind;

 Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. 
Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Scripture:  Revelation 1: 1-8
Prayer:  Dear God and Father, Thank You for the Amen of Christmas, for Jesus and His resurrection from the dead.  Help me always to remember that Jesus lives.  Give me ever-increasing confidence for my Christian faith and life.  I ask this in Jesus’ name and for His glory. Amen.
As we look forward to the celebration of Christmas Day, let us look past Jesus’ manger to His cross.  Look past Jesus’ empty tomb, and also celebrate His resurrection, and His place in Heaven with God, the Father.  Merry Christmas!
