I received this important notification from Barbara Volk. 
My husband just got a new computer and we bought Office 2007 to go with it. In reading up on it I came across the following information from Walt Mossberg's column:

"Microsoft has also changed the standard file format for Office 

files. Older versions of Office, on both Windows and Macintosh 

computers, won't be able to read these new file types without special 

conversion software. The new version can, however, read files created 

in the older versions, on both Windows and Mac, without any 

conversion software.  (Webmaster note:  You can tell a Word 2007 file name because it has the extension .docx.)
"Free conversion software is available now at office.microsoft.com. 

Click on the Downloads tab and select Microsoft Office File Formats 

Compatibility Pack."
As VP of Communication, making sure we can communicate with each other is key. I think as people move into buying the 2007 Microsoft Office, this will affect the way we communicate and send files. As you all know, much of our business in the LWML is done electronically, so I believe that each of us should download this free download just to make sure that all communication continues to flow and be able to be understood by all of our various versions. If someone gets the new software, unless they specifically save their documents in the old format, prior versions of Office will not be able to open them. 
I have already downloaded the conversion software on my 

computer. It was easy to do and I suggest everyone go ahead and do it. When you go to the home page at www.office.microsoft.com
and click on the downloads, down in the middle of the page is popular downloads and the Compatability Pack sonload is there.
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