NOMINEE BIOS
Financial Secretary
Emmi Mihalcin
All Saints Lutheran Church, Lake Washington WA
Active with LWML 15 years
Society: Secretary, Treasurer, Archivist
District: Washington Alaska District Archivist/Historian; Registrar for district convention 2024 in Everett WA, Registrar for Montana district convention in 2020.
National: Young Women’s Representative, Pittsburgh convention 2013; Host Committee for Albuquerque convention 2017.
Church Activities: LWML member, Preschool Advisory Board member
Financial Experience: Regular user of calculators, online banking and Excel spreadsheets.  Current Treasurer for society. Gathered, tracked and deposited registration fees for the 2024 district convention.

Junior Pastoral Counselor
Reverend Jim Pierce
LWML Experience:  Zone Counselor, Divide Circuit, Montana District 2022-2024
Education Background: CTSFW, Master of Divinity, June 2028; University of Washington, Bachelor of Arts, 1991
Congregations Served: Emmaus Lutheran Church, Pasco WA (Current); Messiah Lutheran Church, Basin City WA (Current); Redeemer Lutheran Church, Anaconda, MT (2018-2024)
LWML Priorities: I will, by God’s grace, joyfully serve in the following way—
	Give Spiritual Guidance: Advising and encouraging the officers and members of the LWML district and providing counsel and prayer for its leaders.
	Offer Doctrinal Oversight: Reviewing the doctrinal content of materials using in Bible studies ensuring they remain biblically sound and Christ-centered.
	Provide Liturgical Leadership: Preparing and leading Bible studies, devotions, and prayers at meetings and assisting with worship services at district conventions.
	Advisory Participation: Serving as an advisory member of the District Executive Committee and Board of Directors, providing input to the District Mission Grants Committee.
	Work at Advocacy: Informing and encouraging zone pastora counselors and speaking highly of the mission work accomplished by the LWML.



Reverend Todd Schroeder
LWML experience: 2008-2010—Zone Pastoral Counselor; 2012-2014 Zone Pastoral Counselor; 2004-2006 Presenter at various LWML retreats and workshops in Minnesota North District.
Education background: Concordia Seminary, Master of Divinity, 2001; University of Wisconsin, Master of Science (microbiology) 1994; University of Wisconsin, Bachelor of Science (microbiology) 1991.
LWML Priorities: I envision the role of District Counselor as less about directing and more about shepherding—helping those who serve remain Christ-centered, grounded in God’s Word, and joyful in their service. This includes offering encouragement and care for the women of the district, taking time to listen, pray with them, and support them so that their work flows from the Gospel rather than pressure.
Congregations served: 2006-present, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Richland WA; 2001-2006 Living Savior Lutheran Church, Lake Shore, MN. 
2012-2014 Circuit Visitor; 2010 Pastoral Rep, Synod Convention in Houston; 2002-2006 Pastoral Advisor, Family of Christ Lutheran School, Baxter MN; 2004 Pastoral Rep Synod Convention in St. Louis.

President
Ruth Ann Shimoi
King of Kings Lutheran Church, Renton WA, Lake Washington Zone
Active in LWML 43 years
Society: President, Christian Growth
District: 1998 District Convention Chair, Nominating Committee Member four times, Bylaws Committee Member, VP Gospel Outreach 2022-2024, Mission Servants Chair
Church Activities: Sunday School teacher, Sunday School and VBS director, VBS teacher, called Deaconess to Pilgrim Lutheran; leading many volunteer activities for families, escorting youth to three National Youth Gatherings and Puget Sound Youth Retreats. Currently serve on the Puget Sound Youth Board. On the planning committee for the District Prayer and Renewal Retreats. Twice a year I write the prayers for the NOW District website. I am a Deaconess working for Lutheran Ministry Services Northwest, ministering to six care centers of greater Seattle. Offer assistance to churches interested in starting care center ministries.
Clerical/computer skills: I can read and write. My computer skills are not great, but I know where to turn when the need arises.


Ruth Zellar
Saint John’s Lutheran Church, Palmer AK, Alaska Zone
Active in LWML 41 years
Society: President, Vice President, planned and organized Seder meals.
Zone:  President, Vice President, convention delegate
District: Short Term Missions chair, VP Christian Life, convention delegate, convention teller
Church Activities: Evangelism Committee chair, church secretary, Stephen Ministry, Worship Board, VBS leader, quilting group, Elder, Servant Event coordinator for Alaska Mission for Christ, lay ministry training through Alaska Mission for Christ, took all 13 courses to become a Deaconess.
Clerical/computer skills: Data processing manager; skilled in Microsoft Office, using Word, Excel, Publisher, and Power Point

VP of Organizational Resources
 
Karen Williams
Saint John’s Lutheran Church, Spokane Valley WA, East Inland Empire Zone
Active in LWML 4 years
Zone: President since 2022
District: Zoom Coordinator; Choir Director and Song Leader at 2024 district convention
National: Delegate to two LWML conventions
Church Activities: Lay minister, Stephen Ministry leader, church board of directors, choir director.
Clerical/computer skills: Retired librarian at Eastern Washington University, Spokane; librarian at Holy Names Music Center. Familiar with a variety of computer programs, Word, Excel, etc., maintained church membership database, have written reports and procedures manuals in my various positions.

VP of Special Focus Ministries

Kelsie Ingham
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Maltby WA, Mount Baker Zone
Active in LWML 12 years
Society: President, Vice President, Secretary, Christian Life, Bylaw Committee
Zone:  Treasurer, Christian Life Chair, Bylaw Committee, Nominating Committee
District: Evergreen Echoes Editor, Leader Development Committee, Heart to Heart Committee Chair
National: Heart to Heart Leader Training 2023
Church Activities: Compassion Circle, VBS, Sunday School teacher, Board of Christian Education Chair, Church Council, Board of Stewardship, Board of Social Ministry
Clerical/computer skills: Word, Excel, Quick Books, layout designs 
I guess I’ll start with the elephant: I have a disability. It doesn’t mean I can’t do things; it means I do things differently. I know what it means to be different because of things beyond my control. Rather than focus on our differences we need to notice our similarities. We all believe that Jesus is our savior; we all love God with all our heart and all our soul; and we all know the Spirit works with us. 


